that is an error. She was quick, impatient, and ready to scold, when there was any excuse for it; but she had more nobility and dignity than actual haughtiness. She got that sentiment from her education, her birth, and the conviction which she held that the declared gallantries of kings are> as it were, almost marriages of the second class.
The favour which surrounded Madame de Mainte-non, never again to leave her, set a price on all her letters. Families who had received them preserved them as being likely to become titles of admission to Saint-Cyr; but the letters of Madame de Montespan appeared of no value to anybody; and of all those ephemeral notes nothing has remained. There is no doubt that such communications, whatever may have been their subject, would have been, to-day at least, agreeable to read. The wit of the Mortemarts was there in all its vigour ; great adversities had not yet assailed it.
Madame de Montespan saw Madame du Blois, the third of the name, become the wife of the Due de Chartres. The annoyance which she felt cannot be expressed. The mother of the young Duke had been for so long her declared enemy, that she resolved to have no concern with the union, and refrained from all liberality.
The coarse blow given by the German Princess to her son seemed to Madame de Montespan like a blow given to herself; and it is alleged that she wrote Charlotte Isabelle of Bavaria a letter as deliberate as that to the Archbishop of Paris.